


Black is the colour —
Blackfish SUP paddles

Photos: James Jagger

New to the UK, and stand up paddling in general, is Canadian brand
Blackfish paddles. Offering a variety of different blade types, sizes
and adjustment options they're now being sold on these shores by
Get On The Water UK.
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We were able to put six different types through
their paces across a variety of different
scenarios. In almost all instances we were
impressed by the Blackfish construction, looks
and general appeal of what is a bunch of
premium quality SUP products.

£219.99 to £349.99 Adjustments, for both three and two piece

Blackfish sweepers, were solid and
dependable. There’s nothing worse than
choosing an adjustable only to find slippage
and ‘play’. Utilising an anti-twist mechanism
Blackfish ensure this isn’'t the case allowing
riders to forget about their tools and focus on
the task in hand.

www.blackfishpaddles.com

www.getonthewater.co.uk/
blackfish

sales@getonthewater.co.uk

Across the Blackfish range there are suitable
blades for all types of SUP shenanigans — from
smaller stature ;

paddlers looking for
a suitable ‘engine’ to
those who want surf
performance and beyond. The
Salish will appeal to those less
burley SUPers although on the larger side of
bone structures our main tester found no
issue when using. In fact, the smaller design
s == il of the Salish blade offers chance to up stroke

CONCLUSION

It’s great to see a new premium
SUP paddle brand available in the
UK. Blackfish are certainly aiming

for the top of their game with
what’s on offer here, as such all
Blackfish paddles are handmade
in Thailand. They’re super
efficient and bang on for what
SUPers should be aiming for. The
adjustable elements are solid
whilst each specific blade offers
performance to suit a variety of
different scenarios. Your job is to
choose which one you think will
achieve your SUP paddling goal.
With that in mind it’s best to demo
so give the guys at Get On The
Water UK a shout to arrange. Note:
Lincoln Dews, 2018 World Number
1, uses Blackfish — a new Lincoln
tested race blade is due out late
2019 so stay tuned for that.

cadence significantly so could actually be
great for sprints and such.

The Andaman is dependable and does what it
says on the tin offering solid performance
whilst the Nootka was our Blackfish paddle of
choice. Not only was the silver finish eye
catching it was also the paddle in the range
that suited our style the best: offering the best
power to ease of use ratio. It’s responsive shaft
ensures pin point rider feedback and no loss of
power through each part of the stroke. This is
actually a common trait across the whole
Blackfish range.
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Choose your weapon —
Robson SUP paddles

Photos: James Jagger

We bang on about this all the time with SUPM's paddle reviews but we'l
say it again: not all paddles are the same and as the one defining piece
of equipment, and a product that really makes or breaks your
experience and how your chosen board performs, it's a thing’ that really
should command most of your time when perusing new kit to buy.
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https://lyon.co.uk/
watersports

Robson is a brand that may be unfamiliar to
many in the UK but their extensive range of
stand up tools are worth a look. Their heritage
within paddle sports is glaring — particularly
kayak. We had chance to check out the
brand’s white water leaning Son and
Chlorophyll plus Glide and Race machines.

The first thing we should point out is there’s a
lot of fibreglass on show. In some circles
anything less than carbon with your SUP paddle
is suggested to not be as good, which actually
isn't true. Fibreglass is generally
softer feeling than carbon :
and can be easier going
on bodies and joints. Yet
there doesn’t have to be
any loss of performance —
Robson paddles being a case
in point.

Falling under the Robson
Flowtech umbrella both the Son ¥
and Chlorophyll options offer
higher buoyancy which in turn
serves as extra lift (or pop) during
the release part of the stroke.
This snap back feel can deliver a
faster recovery and in turn higher

CONCLUSION

With superb performance
across the whole range Robson
SUP paddles are poised to take
you wherever your stand up
journey dictates. Whether
racing, taking a stab at bona
fide white water, surf, cruising
or other you’ll be ready for
action with one of these
puppies. We appreciate the
softer flexing fibreglass
versions and love the graphical
livery of the Chorophyll -
which is actually our favourite
of the bunch.

cadence of stroke even though the two paddles
in question have larger blades. It also means
during brace strokes and such riders can return
to actually paddling quick smart.

In terms of shaft flex all the Robson paddles
reviewed here are quiet soft. This may be
perceived as negative but we like a soft flexing
paddle shaft. It generally means you paddle
harder and not suffer any wearing effects of
your session. You can also lean on the shaft
more through stabilising strokes and enjoy an
efficient level of comfort.

The Race model features an aggressively
offset blade which increases flow during the
catch and power phase of the stroke whilst the
brand’s full carbon Glide is familiar feeling for
anyone having used this style of sweeper
before. All in Robson have a solid range of SUP
paddles that'll suit any taste and styles.
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Pump job—

O’'Shea triple action HPS pump

0’Shea are no strangers to the iSUP market with many of the
brand’s impressive sleds being featured in these very pages
over the last few years. The North Wales based brand
recently launched a spanking new inflation tool (pump) to
aid your iSUP adventures and make easy work of blowing air.

The HPS pump is an impressive looking bit of kit. Triple (twice
down and once up) action double chambers with a sturdy handle
and rigid air pipe are welcome. The real nifty part, however, is the
pump’s three way air control knob that allows paddlers to
regulate the amount of pressure going into the board. This
makes for a much less stressful (on joints/bodies) experience
during the inflation process. With 0’'Shea HPS pump the act of
ramming air into your board is now much more appealing, as
opposed to the arduous task of previous.

We used the HPS pump for a variety of different inflatables and
found it worked well with all — compatibility isn’'t an issue — even
though it's been designed with in-house i{SUPs in mind. One
other thing we should mention, as it’s a slight frustration of ours
with some iSUP pumps, is the handles are wide enough to
accommodate large hand spans. There’s nothing worse than
trying to inflate a stand up paddle board and have your palms
pressing into the ends of the pump’s grip. It can make an
already tedious process less comfortable.

CONCLUSION

0’Shea certainly deliver the goods on their new HPS triple action
inflatable stand up paddle board pump. With double chambers
you’re fit for forcing maximum volumes of air into your board.
The comfortable pump handles make it a more bearable process
whilst the three way air controller helps with actually getting the
correct PSI inside you SUP. Hard wearing materials make it a top
drawer product and it’s compatibility with other designs lends
versatility. We like it a lot and can see you doing so as well.

Price: £79.95

http://www.osheasurf.com
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Portable changing room —

dryrobe long sleeve

In some ways it’s hard to believe the dryrobe didn’t exist
before 2012 as it’s one of those items that seemed to be have
been around forever. They are from what I've seen at events,
the most popular changing robe by far and now seems to be
an obvious piece of kit for anyone involved in outdoor sport
but particularly SUP.

The dryrobe used as just a changing robe only tells a small part
of its versatility, it is adaptable in any situation where you need
to keep warm. That may be pre-event, post-event, changing
clothes or mooching around the house instead of a bath robe.

Whichever way you use it you will be fully insulated from the
elements. It starts with a tough windproof and waterproof shell
and finishes on the inside with a very comfy synthetic wooly
material, designed to dry you and keep you warm that also feels
great next to the skin.

The dryrobe features a good, comfy and well sized hood as well
as two large zipped pockets on the outside and a smaller one on
the inside, which is two-way waterproof for electronic
gadgets/car keys, etc. The zip handles are nice and big —so no
fiddling about, which is just what you need for freezing cold
hands. The long sleeves have Velcro cuffs to tighten and keep
you toasty warm.

The one tested is a large size and when I say large, I mean large.
However, that’s the advantage because it gives you acres of room
inside — it is a portable changing room! There’s also a very large
internal pocket for putting smaller items into when changing
clothing. However, changing rooms are never small and the
large-size dryrobe is bulky to say the least, so ideally, the
dryrobe would stay in the car/van/tent and used accordingly.

You may well be spoilt when choosing from the dryrobe website
— there are so many colours and short arm and towel version
alternatives plus a growing range of accessories.

CONCLUSION

1 found the dryrobe to be the perfect companion for SUP and
especially when you start to realise just how versatile it is. On a
cold January late Sunday afternoon, you’ll appreciate it and keep
it in the car, so if you break down on the way home you have the
perfect companion to keep you warm.

Price: £110.00
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For all seasons —

HH Odin Stretch Hooded Jacket

The jacket is built around 80 grams of Primaloft Gold Active
insulation. The outer shell is a four-way stretch 30D nylon
and water-resistant of course with a soft polyester inner
layer. All in all, this makes it compressible, warm, quick to
dry and as its name implies, is very stretchy.

What all of this means in the real world is an incredibly snug,
comfortable and lightweight jacket that is a joy to wear and one
that I treasured from the first second I put it on. The polyester
lining is extremely soft and pliable and it’s easy to compress and
pack and very light to carry.

It's also unrestricted in movement, thanks to stretch panels under
the armpits with the layers of the jacket gliding very easily over
each other. There’s also ample room in the shoulders and around
the chest and never feels tight or restrained. The cuffs are not tight
but stay in place regardless and it’s finished with a loose fitting
hood that neatly comes down over the forehead.

The thin layers maintain a healthy warmth inside but allow the
jacket to breathe with no sweat being the end result — even with
intense exercise. The soft inside layer also means it’s very soft
and comfortable directly against the skin.

It's the perfect jacket for getting off the water once the sun has
disappeared with our sometimes unpredictable summer weather
and later on still when autumn once again approaches. I
hesitate to mention winter, as the outer layer is good only for
light rain and showers. If no heavy rain is forecast, I would
happily wear the 0din down to freezing temperatures within a
layering system of clothing.

I also prefer a breast pocket, which the Odin has alongside two
regular pockets, with YKK zippers. This neatly brings me to the
only item I found to be a nuisance and that’s how the zips
regularly catch on the outside layer making zipping a bit of a
two-handed operation.

CONCLUSION

I have made this my favourite go to jacket for the majority of
conditions and that includes going down the pub. Finding a balance
between keeping the wearer warm and comfortable without over-
heating, whilst being flexible, lightweight and so easy to pack isn’t
easy but HH have managed it in spades with the Odin.

Price: £180.00
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A healthy swell rolling in
on Europe's Atlantic coastline
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/D8gMfsdh-TA
https://www.hellyhansen.com

